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(7) expresses the intent of the Senate to
continue working to understand, protect,
and restore the estuaries of the United
States.

—————

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 1619

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
President, I understand that S. 1619 is
at the desk and due for a second read-
ing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (8. 1619) to provide for identification
of misaligned currency, require action to
correct the misalignment, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. I object
to any further proceedings with respect
to the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the measure
will be placed on the calendar.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
President, I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

———
THE CONTINUING RESOLUTION

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, the
United States is considering H.R. 2608,
a continuing resolution to ensure our
vital Federal programs can continue in
operation while the Congress com-
pletes action on our appropriations
bills for this fiscal year.

As all of my colleagues are aware, I
do not welcome the reality that we
once again need to approve of stopgap
measures as we prepare to begin the
next fiscal year, but, unfortunately,
that is the position we are in now. The
acrimonious and time-wasting debate
on raising the debt ceiling has led us to
this place. Put simply, we have no
choice but to pass this short-term
measure.

I wish to point out, however, that un-
like last year, we see this as a short-
term need, not a long-term remedy, be-
cause even though there was neither an
agreement on spending levels nor an al-
location to the Appropriations Com-
mittee for discretionary spending until
the August recess commenced, I am
happy to inform my colleagues that
the Senate Appropriations Committee
has completed its work on 11 of the 12
bills required to fund our Federal agen-
cies. In the past 3 weeks, the Appro-
priations Committee has met to review
and favorably approve 10 bills for fiscal
year 2012. Eight of those bills were re-
ported out of committee in an over-
whelmingly bipartisan vote, and by

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

that I mean something like 29 to 1. The
Senate has received five of these bills
from the House. The Appropriations
Committee is ready to take up any of
these bills on the floor when time al-
lows.

In the interim, enacting a continuing
resolution is essential before the Con-
gress goes on recess. The bill passed by
the House provides the bare-bones min-
imum required to ensure that govern-
ment functions will be continued with-
out interruption. It also includes a few
critical legislative provisions to sus-
tain vital programs which otherwise
would be terminated. There were many
more items which the administration
and Members of this body would have
wished to include, but the House did
not agree to include them. The House
CR also provides a limited amount of
disaster funding, which has been ad-
dressed by others.

I want to state for the record that I
am particularly disturbed at the posi-
tion of the House that fiscal year 2011
emergency disaster assistance would be
offset by canceling the advanced tech-
nology vehicle program. It has long
been a tradition of the Congress to ap-
prove disaster assistance without need
for offset. Others will likely come to
the Senate floor to challenge that re-
mark. They will point out that in
many, if not most, emergency
supplementals the Congress has rec-
ommended using rescissions to offset
the cost of the bill. They are correct,
but as usual the details tell the true
story.

The Appropriations Committee annu-
ally reviews unobligated balances that
remain in programs and those that are
unnecessary are recommended for re-
scission or reapplication to other pro-
grams. However, in the case of disaster
assistance, I challenge my colleagues
to review all appropriations bills for
the past decade and find a single in-
stance where the committee paid for
disasters by rescinding funds from
other programs. No one would find an
example because, quite simply, there
are not any. Equally important, as
noted above, year after year the Con-
gress rescinds unobligated funds, but
only when they are no longer needed.
In the case of the remaining balances
for the advanced technology vehicle
programs, these funds are needed.
Hardly a day goes by that someone
does not come to the floor and note the
need for job creation. Here is a pro-
gram that is creating good jobs with a
future. Investing in new technologies
to make our Nation more competitive
in the international marketplace is ex-
actly the type of program where Fed-
eral Government intervention makes
sense. The notion that our Republican
colleagues in the House would propose
rescinding $1.5 billion in funding from
this program in the current economic
climate borders on the nonsensical.

Finally, I would note that today’s
balances in the disaster relief fund are
now at $175 million. Our people are in
need of assistance now. The Congress
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cannot wait any longer to address this
need. All of my colleagues should come
together in a bipartisan agreement to
strip out the ATV offset, approve
meaningful disaster assistance today,
and return this bill to the House for re-
consideration. I hope we have the good
sense to resolve this matter.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
UbpALL of New Mexico). Without objec-
tion, it is so ordered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
in recognition of the 18th annual Na-
tional Public Lands Day, which will be
celebrated on Saturday, September 24.
I am pleased to acknowledge the ef-
forts of volunteers across our Nation
who will come together to improve and
restore one of America’s most valuable
treasures, our public lands.

National Public Lands Day started in
1994 with 700 volunteers working in just
a few locations. This year over 180,000
volunteers will come together to work
at more than 2,000 locations across all
50 States. These people come from all
walks of life, holding a shared interest
in protecting our public lands for the
enjoyment of future generations. Na-
tional Public Lands Day provides an
annual opportunity for the American
public to devote a day to conservation
and to give back to the public lands
that give so much to us.

Our Nation has a proud tradition of
conservation. When Yellowstone Na-
tional Park was established in 1872, it
was the world’s first national park.
The idea of a national park was an
American invention of historic propor-
tions that led the way for global con-
servation efforts. President Teddy Roo-
sevelt, one of our earliest and most en-
ergetic conservationists, dedicated 194
million acres of national parks and na-
tional preserves over the course of his
Presidency. As we look ahead to en-
hance our Nation’s conservation agen-
da, Secretary of the Interior Ken
Salazar has enlisted Congress to iden-
tify the ‘‘crown jewels” of public lands
that will be part of our legacy for fu-
ture generations.

Public lands make up more than one-
third of our country, and are places of
continuous discovery, where we go to
find ourselves, to uncover our history,
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